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vgäpiiuallg h1e5 alias 
Hichem Djaït and the Orientalists 


lil ga ul f ae wi ylgol y ELälg pull ge uyell âdyeo gu$ey UlolnïsMl sseiïo JS ga li ul 
(li aylicl élyäiull çné bus als JL näg äèliha éjôläi &ias aëng, Ji dial lé aôogs qu Qué 
&lpbuMl és all GUN lise qu &jég pie autill yâll en ajghiï agi Lg null ggyäll JMS Jab Là 
Qnill äsilafill âà wlôllg «un Lasï ul ÜjUL Jiliall guuiall aia àbl3g «nil uugjgill lui ll qu djà Ai 
duacg aulg abl hrs JS lp ày Sail GiyEuI ge a .âr wo y JKSâf gs ga ail 20 Culalaï 
unie vaïcl äg püc gulill gyäll sio ätysaill doll aalio slaïcl all ul ge garasslSfll cuë pi wall Gllis enle 
ga lHis yüäli Laïlg aaio guliälll gi aaull 8j Lil ais çalg .àbl5 Kuall al wall au jli ge auis Lou çaauléi 
ni} äjL Ml ga à ag. Jill Lañey pag un pi lai ugog lañe ac .Lloëll a xsell äéleiall aayl<ai 
aillisg aug J\5 go cyäpüuallg älphiulil ele auuigill &salall ab gMb] (né 4 Jghall his Jg» 

Cuill ul! äsilalil âéwuloll «çnLasïulll Slt «nauwuall Ü Ml ygä püiuall «h1e3 ala :äraliäa Gilals 


Orientalism is a multidisciplinary theory that reflects Western knowledge of the East, which Edward Said 
considers a Western fabrication, not a geographical space, but as a different cultural mentality. Djaït embarked 
upon orientalism as an intellectual current that emerged during the Middle Ages, reaching its zenith in the 
nineteenth century. He differentiated between the various intellectual currents within Orientalism, then 
differentiated between Latin European Orientalism, especially the French current influenced by colonialism, and 
German philosophy that dealt with Islam without negative preconceptions. Furthermore, Djaït gathered extensive 
knowledge of the writings of academic Orientalists on Islam by adopting modern research methods from the 19th 
century to evaluate their ideas on many issues, supporting some, correcting others, and discarding the rest. Here, 
it is necessary to mention Djaït’s pivotal role in passing on his knowledge about orientalist thought and thinkers 
to Tunisian University students through his lessons and writings. 


Keywords: Hichem Djaït, Orientalism, Christian Heritage, Colonial Thought, German Philosophy, Islam, the 
Prophet. 
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Professor of Medieval Islamic History, the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Tunis. Director of the 
Laboratory for the History of the Mediterranean Economy and Societies. 
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1 Edward Said, L'orientalisme, l'Orient crée par l'Occident (Paris: Seuil, 1980), pp. 14-15. 
2 Ibid. p.15. 


3 Hayet Amamou, "En marge de deux faits divers retentissants: Polémique et polémistes chrétiens en terre d'Islam à l'époque médiévale," 
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The study explores aspects of the ‘spirit of enlightenment”’ in the works of Hichem Djaït, considering them an 
essential foundation for an Arab enlightenment. The strength of this foundation lies in the positive and critical 
interaction of Djaït’s works with the intellectual and social legacy of enlightenment in addition to his evocation 
of contemporary issues in culture and society. Djaït learned the necessity of adventure from the enlightened 
critical spirit. He accepts the possibility of salvation but does not disregard the greater contradiction between God 
and the world, eternity and finitude. He successfully constructs his intellectual and historical perceptions with 
rigorous precaution, refusing to adopt easy solutions. In many of his works, he seeks to understand the religious 
language of the absolute as part of the world history as navigated by all kinds of humans, in order to understand 
the different dimensions of humanity and the world. 
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This paper addresses the topic of modern prophetic biography and its intersection with the work of Hichem 
Dijaït. First, it reviews selected examples of modern Arab biographic production on the Prophet Muhammad, 
alongside Djaït’s own work on the same topic from in his three-volume collection FT as-Sïra an-Nabawiyya. 
Second, by situating the text in its historical context and exploring several exemplary case studies, the article 
sets out the different stages through which the text of the prophetic biography has passed, focusing especially on 
the characteristics that the text acquires at each of these stages. Finally, in light of the aforementioned modern 
intellectual production on the prophetic biography, and by situating Djaït’s work within the context of postmodern 
intellectual discourse, the article re-evaluates Djaït’s biography of the Prophet. 


Keywords: Hichem Djaït, Prophetic Biography, Revelation, Postmodernism. 
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A.A. Duri, The Historical Formation of the Arab Nation: À Study in Identity and Consciousness, Lawrence Conrad (trans.) (London: Routledge, 1987). 
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43 Daniel Lerner, The Passing of Traditional Society: Modernizing the Middle East (Glencoe: Macmillan, 1958), p. 405. 


44  Shmuel Eisenstadt, "Multiple Modernities," Daedalus, vol. 129, no. 1 (2000), pp. 1-29; Volker H. Schmidt, "Multiple Modernities or 
Varieties of Modernity?" Current Sociology, vol. 54, no. 1 (2006), pp. 77-97; D.P. Goankar (ed.), Alternative Modernities (Durham: Duke 
University Press, 2001). 


Friedrich Wilhelm Graf, Die Wiederkehr der Gôtter: Religion in der modernen Kultur (Munich: Beck, 2004). 


5 46 
Morris Berman, Die Wiederverzauberung der Welt: Am Ende des Newton'schen Zeitalters (Munich: Dianus-Trikont Buchverl, 1983). 
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This paper introduces Hichem Djaït’s contribution to the history of the political, military, administrative and 
judicial institutions in the Maghreb in the first and second centuries AH. It highlights his pioneering and founding 
role in studying the offices of soldiers, letters, mail, tax, alms, embroidery, and the State Treasury, and comparing 
the workflow in these offices with their counterparts in the Byzantine era, and the period stretching from the initial 
spread of Islam to the Abbasid Caliphate, in all of his writings, but with particular focus on The Establishment 
of the Islamic West - the First and Second Centuries AH/ Seventh and Eighth AD; Kuüfa: the Emergence of the 
Arab-Islamic City; And Fitnah: The Dialectic of Religion and Politics in Early Islam. 
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This study deals with Hichem Djaït’s early French writings on history and philosophy. It is represented in two 
articles related to the era of rulers in Ifriqiya, and two books; The Arab-Islamic Character and Arab Destiny, and 
Europe and Islam: The Clash of Culture and Modernity. These works are analysed to demonstrate the accuracy of 
the historian, the extent of his knowledge on the philosophy of history, and the aspirant’s view of a better reality, 
although he does not hide his pessimism about the present at times. The books also range between the past, the 
present, and the future, seeking to employ history in their reading the present, in order to build an Arab culture 
committed to the values of modernity and secularism. 


Keywords: Hichem Djaït; History; Philosophy of History; Arab Thought. 
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Arab Center for Research & Policy Studies 


The Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies is an 
independent social sciences and humanities institute 
that conducts applied and theoretical research seeking 
to foster communication between Arab intellectuals and 
specialists and global and regional intellectual hubs. The 
ACRPS achieves this objective through consistent research, 
developing criticism and tools to advance knowledge, while 
establishing fruitful links with both Arab and international 
research centers. 


The Center encourages a resurgence of intellectualism in 
Arab societies, committed to strengthening the Arab nation. 
IH works towards the advancement of the latter based on 
the understanding that development cannot contradict a 
people's culture and identity, and that the development 
of any society remains impossible if pursued without an 
awareness of its historical and cultural context, reflecting its 
language(s) and its interactions with other cultures. 


The Center works therefore to promote systematic 
and rational, scientific research - based approaches to 
understanding issues of society and state, through the 
analysis of social, economic, and cultural policies. In line with 
this vision, the Center conducts various academic activities 
to achieve fundamental goals. In addition to producing 
research papers, studies and reports, the center conducts 
specialized programs and convenes conferences, workshops, 
training sessions, and seminars oriented to specialists as well 
as to Arab public opinion. It publishes peer - reviewed books 
and journals and many publications are available in both 
Arabic and English to reach a wider audience. 


The Arab Center, established in Doha in autumn 2010 with a 
publishing office in Beirut, has since opened three additional 
branches in Tunis, Washington and Paris, and founded 
both the Doha Historical Dictionary of Arabic and the Doha 
Institute for Graduate Studies. The ACRPS employs resident 
researchers and administrative staff in addition to hosting 
visiting researchers, and offering sabbaticals to pursue full 
time academic research. Additionally, it appoints external 
researchers to conduct research projects. 


Through these endeavours the Center contributes to 
directing the regional research agenda towards the main 
concerns and challenges facing the Arab nation and citizen 
today. 
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DOHA INSTITUTE 
FOR GRADUATE STUDIES 


The Doha Institute for Graduate Studies (DI) is an 
independent institute for learning and research 
in the fields of Social Sciences, Humanities, Public 
Administration and Development Economics in 
Doha. 


Through its academic programs and the research 
activities of its professors, the DI aims to achieve 
its mission of contributing to the formation of a 
new generation of academics and intellectually 
independent researchers who are proficient in 
international scholarship standards and modern 
interdisciplinary research methodologies and tools, 
and leading professionals who can advance human 
knowledge and respond to the needs of the Arab 
region, resulting in social, cultural and intellectual 
development. 


The institute seeks to establish an intellectual hub 
that will benefit the Arab region in particular. The 
Institute supports academic research that deals with 
Arab issues, in an atmosphere of institutional and 
intellectual freedom. 


The Institute works in cooperation with the Arab 
Center for Research and Policy Studies and the Doha 
Historical Dictionary of Arabic Language to facilitate 
its students and faculty members in their research 
of the most important current issues related to the 
Arab world and the wider international community. 
The involvement of students in the most important 
research projects is at the heart of the Institute's 
interests. 


The Institute adopts Arabic as its official and primary 
language for education and research. English serves 
as an accompaniment to Arabic, with both languages 
used in presenting and research. 
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the submitting author must include an image of that manuscript (or of its first page), as well as some 


explanatory details about the nature of the manuscript and the location in which it is archived. 


9. Ostour carries a special section devoted to essays that address a point of contemporary, theoretical 
debate within the historical sciences. Such essays are between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length, and 


are subject to all of the same guidelines as regular research papers which apply. 


10. Research papers submitted to Ostour must be between 6,000 and 8,000 words in length, not 
inclusive ofbibliographies, footnotes and appendixes. The editorial board of Ostour reserves the right 


to publish articles of greater length, in exceptional circumstances where it deems this is merited. 


11. All charts and tables must be submitted in a format compatible with Microsoft Office (specifically 
Word or Excel), making it possible for the data to be accessed. Submissions will not be accepted ifany 


accompany graphs or charts are included purely as image files (such as JPEGs, GIFS, etc.) : 


:: The peer review process for Ostour and for all journals published by the Arab Center for Research 
and Policy Studies is treated with the strictest confidence. Two preliminary readers are selected from 
a short list of approved reader-reviewers. In cases where there is a major discrepancy between the 
first two readers in terms of a submitted paper's value, it is referred to a third reviewer. The editors 
undertake to notify all authors of a decision either to publish, to publish after modifications, or to 


decline to publish, within two months of the receipt of the first draft. 


«3 Ostour adheres to a strict code of ethical conduct, which has the clearest respect for the privacy and 
the confidentiality of authors. For a complete description of the ethical guidelines which adopted by 


Ostour, please see Appendix II. 


1. The order of publication ofsubmitted articles follows a set of purely technical determinants, and has 


no relation to the academic standing ofthe submitting author. 


2. In keeping with global norms in the academic publishing industry, Ostour neither accepts payment 
in return for publishing an article nor does it offer payment to authors whose papers are published in 


the journal. 


2. An abstract, ranging between 250 and 300 words in length, in both Arabic and English versions as 
well as a list ofkeywords. The abstract must explicitly detail the problematic that the research tackles, 


the methodologies used to cover it and the main conclusions which the author presents. 


3. A clear exposition of the research problematic, the main aims of the paper and the importance of the 
results must be included. In addition, papers published in Ostour must include a critical review of the 
literature previously published on the topic. The hypothesis as well as the conceptual framework ofthe 
author and an analysis ofthe answers must all be presented. In addition, any research papers submitted 
for consideration must include a complete bibliography inclusive of all references, regardless of 
whether or not these appear in the footnotes. References must be maintained in the original language 


in which the source was written. 


4. Authors must follow the referencing guidelines adopted by the Arab Center for Research and 


Policy. See Appendix I for a complete guide to the reference style used across all of our journals. 


5. Doctoral theses and other student projects are only published as part of the journal in exceptional 
circumstances. In such exceptional circumstances, the editorial board will require exhaustive 
information about the way in which the thesis in question was examined, and institutional 


correspondence information of those responsible for it. 
6. All works must fall within the broad scope of Ostour. 


7. Book reviews will be considered for submission to the journal provided that the book covers a 
topic which falls within the scope of the journal and within the reviewer's academic discipline and/ 
or main areas of research. Reviews are accepted for books written in any language. Book reviews are 


subject to the same standards of rigorous scrutiny which apply to research papers. Book reviews must 


be between 2,800 and 3,000 words in length. Book reviews/critiques are only accepted for titles 


published within the three years leading up to the submission. 


8. Ostour carries a special section devoted to the examination of original documents, primary sources 
and manuscripts which are relevant to the journal's scope ofinterest. Tothe extent possible, publication 
of manuscripts/original documents follows the same standards and guidelines as research articles 


submitted to the paper. Before the publication of a text related to a manuscript can be considered, 


Ostour: the Arab Journal for Historical Studies 


Se 
Ostour is a peer-reviewed academic journal focused on the academic study of history 
(ISSN: 2305-2473) . The first edition of this bi-annual journal was published by the Arab Center for 
Research and Policy Studies in January, 2015. Ostour is overseen by a specialist academic editorial 
board and an active international advisory board. Publication in Ostour and relations between authors 
and the editorial staff are all governed by a strict code of ethics. Review of submitted journal articles 
is overseen by a carefully selected list of approved reviewers who cover a broad range of academic 


specialisms and is governed by an internal set of by-laws. 


The name of the journal draws on the archaic Arabic root s-t-r and also echoes, if only phonetically, 
the Greek and Latin historia and Istorein which have their contemporary cognates in today's history. 
In a similar fashion, Ostour seeks to establish a "new Arabic history", one which is rooted in an older 


tradition of Arabic historical writing and also builds to renew it. 


In line with academic titles from across the globe, and in keeping with the standards set by the Arab 
Center for Research and Policy Studies across all ofits journals, publication in Ostour follows a set of 


clear guidelines and procedures. Specifically, these include: 


#3 Only original work which is drafted exclusively for publication within the journal will be accepted. 
No work which has been previously published fully or in part will be considered for publication in 
Ostour, except as part of an approved translation. Similarly, work which was previously presented 
at academic conferences will not be accepted for publication in the journal, with the exception of 


conferences hosted by the ACRPS. 


:3 Submissions must be accompanied by the author's curriculum vitae (CV), in both Arabic and 


English versions. 
#3 AI submissions must include the following elements: 


1. A title in both Arabic and English, as well as the author's correspondence information and 


institutional affiliation. 
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Corresponding Bibliographical Entry: Springborg, Robert. "State-Society Relations in Egypt: 
The Debate Over Owner-Tenant Relations," Middle East Journal, vol. 45, no. 2 (Spring 1991), 
pp. 232-249. 


Newspaper articles 


Newspaper articles should be cited only in the footnotes (not in the Bibliography). As an example: 
Ellen Barry, "Insisting on Assad's Exit Will Cost More Lives, Russian Says," The New York Times, 
29/12/2012. 


Electronic Resources 


Author's name (if available), "The electronic resource's title,” The website name, Date of publication 


(if available), accessed on d/m/y, at: shortened URL. As an example: 


"Sovereign Wealth Fund Rankings 2015," Sovereign Wealth Fund Institute, accessed on 9/8/2016, 
at: http://bit.ly/1sQqBfr 


Footnotes and Bibliography 


Books 


Author's name, Title of the book in italics (Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication), 


page number. As an example: 


Michael Pollan, The Omnivore's Dilemma: À Natural History of Four Meals (New York: Penguin, 
2006), pp. 99-100. 


Successive footnotes would be in the form: Pollan, p. 3. 


If there is more than one reference by the same author, we use a short title: Pollan, Omnivore's 


Dilemma, p. 3. 


The corresponding bibliographical entry: Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural 
History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin, 2006. 


Books written by four or more authors should follow the same rules as above, but only the first 
author is named, followed by "et al.". As an example: Dana Barnes et al., Plastics: Essays on 
American Corporate Ascendance in the 19605 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982), 
P. 142. 

In successive footnotes: Barnes et al., p. 142. 


The corresponding bibliographical entry: Barnes, Dana et al. Plastics: Essays on American 


Corporate Ascendance in the 1960s, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1982. 


Periodicals 


Author's name, "Title of the article," Name of Journal in italics, volume number, issue number, 


page number. As an example: 


Robert Springborg, "State-Society Relations in Egypt: The Debate Over Owner-Tenant Relations," 


Middle East Journal, vol. 45, no. 2 (Spring 1991), p. 247. 
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10.Confidentiality: Unpublished data obtained through peer review must be kept confidential and 


cannot be used for personal research. 


11.1ntellectual property and copyright: The ACRPS retains copyright to all articles published in its 


peer reviewed journals. The articles may not be published elsewhere fully or partially, in Arabic 


or in another language, without an explicit written authorization from the ACRPS. 


12. Ostour's editorial board fully respects intellectual property when translating and publishing an 


article published in a foreign journal, and will not proceed before obtaining the authorization from 


the journal in question. 


13.Ostour does not make payments for manuscripts published in the journal, and all authors and 


researchers are exempt from publication fees. 


Ethical Guidelines for ACRPS Periodicals 


1. The Ostour editorial board maintains confidentiality and adheres to objectivity in the peer 
reviewing process. It adopts an anonymized peer review process, where the editorial board selects 
the appropriate reviewer to assess paper's suitability for publication, according to specific criteria. 
In case of a conflict between the reviewers regarding the publication assessment, a third reviewer 


will be selected. 


Ostour relies on a pool of experienced peer reviewers who are up to date with the latest 


developments in their field. 


Ostour adopts a rigorous internal organization with clear duties and obligations to be fulfilled by 


the editorial board. 


Disclosure: With the exception ofthe editor in charge (Editor-in-Chief or those standing in for the editor) , 


neither the editors, nor the peer reviewers, are allowed to discuss the manuscript with third parties, 
including the author. Information or ideas obtained in the course of the reviewing and editing 


processes must be kept confidential and cannot be used for personal gain. 


When needed, based on the reviewer report, the editorial board may offer researchers 


methodological, technical and other assistance in orderto improve the quality oftheir submissions. 


Ostour's editors commit to informing authors of the acceptance or otherwise oftheir manuscripts, 
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